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Content

Ouverview of the Bible presents a formal introduction (zsagogics) of the Old and New Testament books
in terms of their general content and common groupings (e.g.,, Pentateuch, Prophets, Gospels, etc.).
The contextual topics of date, author, theme, and genre of the books of the Bible will be developed
within a confessional Lutheran understanding of Scripture (Christocentric unity of the Bible, Law
and Gospel, unity of the Old and New Testaments, etc.). In addition, TH200 presents introductory
material regarding the practice of confessional Lutheran hermeneutics and exegesis of Scripture.

Aims
In keeping with the scope of the course, Overview of the Bible seeks 7o:
- begin to develop the student’s ability to interpret the Old and New Testaments in accord
with sound hermeneutics and confessionally Lutheran principles.

Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and Understanding Assessment
After successfully finishing the study course students will be able to:

- demonstrate general introductory knowledge of the Bible ~— Tests 1, 2
and its individual books, their common groupings, and Exam
their contribution to the Scriptures as a whole.

Skills and Abilities
After successfully finishing the study course students will be able to:

- articulate the relevance of the Bible to Christian faith; Exegetical task
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- explain the principles of a confessional Lutheran
hermeneutic (Christocentric unity of the Bible, Law and
Gospel, unity of the Old and New Testaments, etc.).

Competencies
Alfter successfully finishing the study course students will be able to:

Tests 1,2

- discuss a pericope from Scripture in accord with an Exegetical task

introductory understanding of confessional Lutheran
hermeneutics and exegesis.

FULL-TIME STUDIES

Lesson Plan

Exam

Subyject Ac. hours
45 min.
1 Introduction to Biblical studies 4
2 Introduction to Lutheran hermeneutics and the exegesis of Scripture 4
3 The Torah (five Books of Moses) 8
4 The History of Israel: Joshua — Esther 8
5 Wisdom and Poetry: Job — Song of Songs 8
6 Overview of the Prophets 4
7  TEST 1 and post-test Q&A 8
8 Introduction to the New Testament 4
9 Acts 1-12; James 4
10 Jew and Gentile: Acts 15, Galatians; 4
The Letters to the Thessalonians
11 Cortinth and Rome; 4
The Captivity Letters
12 TEST 2 and post-test Q&A 8
13 'The Pastoral letters; 4
The Synoptic Gospels: MT, MK, LK
14 The Book of Acts; 4
1 and 2 Peter; Jude
15 Hebrews; Gospel of John 4
16 1, 2, 3 John; Revelation 4
17  Presentation of the Exegetical task 8
Exam 4
TOTAL 96
Individual study plan
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Nr. Individual studies Hours
1. Preparation for the Tests, including reviewing mandatory reading and lesson 64
material
2. To prepare an Exegetical task presentation on an assigned text (= pericope) 40
3. Preparation for the Exam, including reviewing mandatory reading and lesson 40
material
TOTAL 144
Assessment
Learning Outcomes
Task % of the final score
| Knowledge Skills Competencies
Test 1 + + 20
Test 2 + + 20
Exegetical task + + 30
Exam + + 30
TOTAL 100%
Readings
Mandatory Readings

- Baikovs, Guntars. Bibele ka Kristus lieciba. Riga: Luterisma mantojuma fonds, 2016.
- Franzmann, Martin H. The Word of the Lord Grows. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 2000. Logos electronic edition.

- Hoerber, Robert G. “Principal Teachings of Scripture,” Concordia Self-Study Bible. St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1986. xvi — xx. PDF reprint on Canvas.

- Roehrs, Walter R. Survey of Covenant History: A Historical Overview of the Old Testament. St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2011. Kindle e-book.
Additional Readings

- Becelore, Mérija. Atverot Bibeli. Riga: Latvijas Bibeles biedriba, 1997.
- Dreins, Dzons. levads Vecaja Deriba. Riga, Latvijas Bibeles biedriba, 2007.

- Dislers, Guntis. Dievs un cilvekn vésture Vecaja Deriba. Riga: Jumava, 2001.

- Feldmanis, Roberts un Cakare, Laila. ecis Deribas praviesi. Riga: Profesora Roberta
Feldmana fonds, 2015.

- J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the
Seriptures. Vol. 1. Wheaton, IL: Victor Books
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